
cleverclosings.com

PO WE R  O F  AT T O R NE Y

Closing through a POA?
Here is how it works.

A power of attorney lets someone sign closing documents on your behalf. Useful when you are traveling, deployed,

or unavailable. It does require planning.

P R O C E SS

Three steps to use a POA at closing.

1. Draft the POA

An attorney drafts a specific or limited POA tied

to the property and transaction.

→
2. Sign and notarize

Sign in front of a notary. Most states also require

two witnesses.

→
3. Submit to closer

Original delivered to escrow before closing.

Lender review can take 24-72 hours.

TYP E S YO U M I GH T E N C O UN TE R

Pick the one that fits your closing.

Specific (limited) POA

Authorizes one specific transaction (this property, this closing). Most

common for real estate. Lenders prefer this form.

General POA

Broad authority across many decisions. Lenders rarely accept it for

closings without revisions.

Durable POA

Remains in effect if the principal becomes incapacitated. Common in

estate planning.

Springing POA

Becomes active only when a trigger occurs (such as a physician

declaration). Rarely usable for a fixed-date closing.

Plan ahead. POA review by lender, title, and notary takes time. Bring it up the moment you go under contract, not the week of closing.

We will route it through underwriting and let you know what is missing.
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Common requirements

Original signed and notarized document, not a copy.

Must reference the specific property address.

Lender approval required if there is financing.

Recorded with the deed in many states.

Heads-ups

Some lenders refuse POAs for refinances or cash-out loans.

Out-of-state POAs may need to comply with the property state

laws.

POA dies with the principal. Confirm the principal is alive at

closing.

Submit to escrow at least 5 business days before closing.


